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2024 WORKSHOP OFFERINGS
PRE-FESTIVAL WORKSHOP: SUNDAY 4:00 – 5:00 P.M.

Optional Presentation to Provide an Introduction to the Music of the Choral Festival

Beginning at the Beginning:  Get an introduction to the repertoire of this year’s Community Sing. Look at key moments in several selections, and search for helpful cues so you can find your entrance, sing a difficult phrase and accomplish a challenging rhythm.  This workshop is ideal for Festival attendees with limited sight-reading experience.  
MONDAY AFTERNOON
1. A Distant Mirror: Jewish salons in 18th- and 19th-Century Europe "A Distant Mirror," by Barbara Tuchman describes 14th-century Europe, when the plague seemed likely to annihilate civilization--as atomic warfare was likely to do in the twentieth.  Learn about ways that Jewish salonnieres (people who hosted small gatherings in their homes) reflected their passions about music and literature while living perpetually at the edge of a precipice.

Nina Lazar Sobelman, a native of New York City,, has lived in Rehovot, Israel with her family for many years, where she teaches piano and harpsichord and coaches ensembles playing music of the 17th and 18th centuries.

2. How to Nurture a Sense of Kavannah in Your Choir’s Singing: For Conductors and Singers: After you’ve learned the notes, the tempos, the rhythms and the words, how do you put it together and sing from the heart? By then, it’s probably too late!
Merri Lovinger Arian serves as Professor of Practice in Liturgical Arts and Music Education at the Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music and the Rabbinic school of HUC-JIR in New York.  Merri has offered courses in Music Education, Conducting, Congregational Singing, Workshop and Contemporary Congregational Repertoire.

3.  Selichot (Complete) – the Nearly All Music Service: The complete Selichot service music of Oaks Lane Reform is presented ready for you to take away and perform.  It is by far and away the most beautiful and eclectic combination of synagogue music, including music by Naumbourg, Mombach, Lewandowski, Alman, a capella, folk tunes and Hassidic melodies.
Andrej Lipkin is the Joint Choirmaster of Oaks Lane Reform Synagogue in the northeastern suburbs of London, England.  He has been a chorister there for almost 20 years, with a wealth of knowledge of the core choral repertoire used in British Reform synagogues.

4. Praying for the Peace of Israel:  In this workshop we will explore several settings of prayers for peace, including Oseh Shalom, Shalom Rav and T’filah LiShlom HaMedinah.  We will listen, learn and sing together. 
Scott Sokol is a multi-professional: cantor, rabbi and neuropsychologist.  Founder of the Hebrew College cantorial program, he has held several pulpits as a cantor and rabbi, and currently he is Professor of Psychiatry and Director of Psychological Assessment at Mount Sinai Medical Center in New York.  
MONDAY AFTERNOON (cont’d.)
5. LaShuv HaBaitah/Come Back Home – The Songs of Ishay Ribo: This immensely popular, contemporary, Sephardic Orthodox, French-born Israeli singer-songwriter has bridged the musical divide between Religious and Secular in Israel, with music that “awakens the soul” and calms the spirit.  This is the sound of Israel in our time.   

Janet Roth, cantor of Congregation Ohr Shalom-The Summit Jewish Community Center in Summit, NJ, is equally passionate about exploring the depths of our traditional musical heritage and learning contemporary trends in Jewish music.  A graduate of the Jewish Theological Seminary, North Texas State University and Indiana University, Janet has served on the faculty of JTS and is a devoted teacher of the poetry and music of the Jewish people.
6. Jews of the African Diaspora: The Untold History of Jews of African Descent: This provocative workshop will take participants back to the days of the slave trade and land in early 20th century Harlem where cantors like Thomas LaRue Jones (aka the world’s only Black Cantor) and others made history by breaking stereotypical expectations of what it meant to be Jewish.
Edward Pleasant, a professional singer and graduate of the Texas Tech School of Music, has performed at ACDA and he has worked as a professional chorister with the New York Philharmonic, the National Chorale and the Moses Hogan Chorale.  He conducts Hallel b’Shir, the adult choir of Temple Israel of Northern Westchester in Croton-On-Hudson, NY.
7. New Songbooks and Choral Works from Transcontinental Music Publications:  Read and sing through the latest releases from Transcontinental Music Publications including new volumes of popular series like Libi B’Mizrach III: Music of Progressive Israeli T’filah and Kol Han’shamah II, featuring brand new instrumental and two-part choral arrangements of synagogue classics geared especially for volunteer choirs and bands.  In addition, TMP offers Mizmor L’Eli: The Eliyahu Schliefer Anthology, which features Schliefer’s rich treasure of traditional Jewish music tailored for Reform synagogues around the world.
Lauren Phillips Fogelman serves as cantor at Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown NY.  She is a member of the American Conference of Cantors, serves on the Executive Committee for Transcontinental Music Publications, and is a proud alumna of HaZamir: The International Jewish Teen Choir.

8. Songs of Rescue and Deliverance:  Explore piyyutim (liturgical poetry) sung on Shabbat, holidays and other occasions that entreat God to save us from enmity and hatred.  Unpack their texts and discover their lyrical, pleading and bold melodies from the Baghdadi-Indian tradition.
Rahel Musleah is a journalist, writer, singer and educator, born in Calcutta, India, to a family with roots in Baghdad.  Information about the tours she leads to Jewish India and the presentations she offers to synagogues and organizations around the country can be found at www.explorejewishindia.com.
9. Sealed With a Kiss: Hatimot are the words, or the seals, which identify and conclude each prayer.  Utilizing inspired nusah, we will embrace these sacred cadences which underscore essential meanings, celebrating our times and seasons.

Faith Steinsnyder is a devoted coach, performer and composer who serves United Hebrew Congregation in Singapore.

10. Building a Palace in Time with Harmonies: Friday Night Choral Repertoire Empowering the Congregational Voice: Inspired by A.J. Heschel’s metaphor of Shabbat as a “Palace in Time,” these choral arrangements of liturgy from Kabbalat Shabbat and Ma’ariv services are centered around familiar congregational melodies in an accessible range, supporting and elevating the voice of the community with the help of choral singers of all levels.  In this workshop you will have an opportunity to sing through the arrangements of J. Caplan, M.B. Edelman, E. Epstein, N. Hirschhorn, E. Z. Levine and more, and experience a variety of ways to engage the entire community through holy harmony, creating an unforgettable Shabbat experience.

Native of Kiev, Ukraine, Natasha Hirschhorn serves as Hazzan and Music Director of Ansche Chesed, New York, and a cantorial school faculty member at the Jewish Theological Seminary.  An accomplished singer, pianist, composer and recording artist featured in concerts throughout North America, Natasha is the founding conductor of the Shirei Chesed Community Choir, and together with Joyce Rosenzweig, co-directs the joint chorus of the H.L. Miller Cantorial School at JTS and the Debbie Friedman School of Music at Hebrew Union College.
TUESDAY AFTERNOON
FEATURE PRESENTATION

	TO SING IS TO BELONG
The Power of the Communal Voice
with
Eleanor Epstein
in loving tribute to Alice Parker


	


	

	Eleanor Epstein is the director of Zemer Chai, The Jewish Chorale of Washington, D.C., which she founded in 1976.  A lifelong student of Jewish music and text, she studied choral arranging with noted composer, Alice Parker, in order to help preserve and perpetuate the evocative melodies of the Jewish people. Her settings of Jewish folk songs are sung by choirs throughout North America.  
﻿Recipient of the Zamir Choral Foundation's Hallel V'Zimrah Award in 2017, Eleanor is a beloved member of the North American Jewish Choral Festival musical leadership team.



WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON
11.  Bound by the Promised Land:  In this session we will discover how the stories of Israel’s captivity and ultimate exodus from Egypt served as a musical template for the emancipation of enslaved African-Americans as well as those struggling for Worker’s Rights, Civil Rights, Equal Rights and beyond.

Edward Pleasant, a professional singer and graduate of the Texas Tech School of Music, has performed at ACDA and he has worked as a professional chorister with the New York Philharmonic, the National Chorale and the Moses Hogan Chorale.  He conducts Hallel b’Shir, the adult choir of Temple Israel of Northern Westchester in Croton-On-Hudson, NY.
12. Israeli Songs of War and Peace:  Trace Israel’s history through its songs of war and peace, from pre-state and the War of Independence to current times.
Rahel Musleah is a journalist, writer, singer and educator, born in Calcutta, India, to a family with roots in Baghdad.  Information about the tours she leads to Jewish India and the presentations she offers to synagogues and organizations around the country can be found at www.explorejewishindia.com.
13.  It’s All About That Treble:  Music and Thoughts for Soprano-Alto Ensembles: The sound of treble voices, be they children or adults, is that of angels, and this workshop will explore when such a sound can best be utilized to enhance your service, event or concert.  We offer suggestion of appropriate repertoire including innovative a cappella renditions of old favorites, music written for the children of Terezin, easy rounds and canons, and new compositions commissioned by the Women Cantors’ Network.
Anna West Ott is Cantor Emerita at Anshe Emeth Memorial Temple in New Brunswick, NJ, where she directed three choirs and a multigenerational band, as well as founded and directed (for 14 years) what is now HaZamir Central Jersey.  Currently Artistic Director of Kol Dodi Community Chorale of Metrowest and co-director of Makhelat Hamercaz Jewish Choir in Central NJ, she has created and participated in many Interfaith/Multicultural events.  Rena Shapiro is the Cantor/Spiritual Leader at Beth Samuel Jewish Center in Ambridge, PA. Founder and Director for over 25 years of the Shalom Singers choir in Poughkeepsie, NY, she currently directs the South Hills Shalom Singers in Pittsburgh, PA, and has extensive experience with multi-faith community events.  

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON (cont’d.)
14. HaYashan Yit’hadeish: Reharmonizing Classic Tefillah Tunes:  Mati Lazar has described Jewish music as often “being in both major and minor at the same time.”  How might we use reharmonization to discover new ways of appreciating beloved liturgical melodies?

Josh Breitzer is music director at Congregation Beth Elohim in Brooklyn, vice president of the American Conference of Cantors, and an instructor at the HUC-JIR Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music, where he was ordained in 2011 after presenting his senior project, “Shirei Y’didot: The Music of Jack Gottlieb in Contemporary Jewish Worship.”  A native of mid-Michigan, Josh holds voice degrees from the University of Michigan and the New England Conservatory of Music and was the founding conductor of HaZamir Brooklyn.
18. Giving Voice – Singing As Spiritual Practice Through chant, song and study, we will give voice to the mystery and heartbreak of our present condition. We will explore the notion of singing as a spiritual practice for healing and renewal.  
Cantor Benjie Ellen Schiller serves as Professor Emerita of Liturgy, Worship and Ritual and Professor of Cantorial Arts at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion Debbie Friedman School of Sacred Music, and as cantor emerita of Bet Am Shalom Synagogue in White Plains, New York.“ A World Fulfilled,” a solo recording of her compositions, was released in 2002. A collection of her synagogue compositions, “Azamrah, Songs of Benjie Ellen Schiller” was published in 2019 by

Transcontinental Music.  

15. “L’chaim!” Sing spirited songs of sanctification surrounding potent potables!  Savor the sweetest musical flavors of Jewish happy hours!
Faith Steinsnyder is a devoted coach, performer and composer who serves United Hebrew Congregation in Singapore.

16. Morning Has Broken: In this workshop we will learn about the structure and traditional chanting of Birkhot haShahar and Pesukei d’Zimrah, the preliminary prayers that most people sleep through, but which are beautiful and liturgically interesting.

Scott Sokol is a multi-professional: cantor, rabbi and neuropsychologist.  Founder of the Hebrew College cantorial program, he has held several pulpits as a cantor and rabbi, and currently he is Professor of Psychiatry and Director of Psychological Assessment at Mount Sinai Medical Center in New York.  
17.  Beloved: Songs of Sacred Love: Love songs between the Jewish people and the Divine sing out from biblical, liturgical and para-liturgical texts.  From Lekha Dodi to Shir HaShirim, piyyutim and contemporary Israeli songs, we are engaged in music with a heart full of Holy Love.
Janet Roth, cantor of Congregation Ohr Shalom-The Summit Jewish Community Center in Summit, NJ, is equally passionate about exploring the depths of our traditional musical heritage and learning contemporary trends in Jewish music.  A graduate of the Jewish Theological Seminary, North Texas State University and Indiana University, Janet has served on the faculty of JTS and is a devoted teacher of the poetry and music of the Jewish people.

19.  Simon Sargon, Ben Steinberg and Charles Davidson – A Retrospective: Participants will hear and sing the music of recently departed composers Sargon, Steinberg and Davidson to learn how these trailblazers appreciated and used European music along with Jewish music as inspirations for compositions that have broadened contemporary American Jewish choral music. 
Elayne Robinson Grossman received Doctoral and MA degrees in music education at NYU and a BS in Voice at Brooklyn College with complementary activities at the Juilliard School, the CUNY Collegium in Early Music and choral conducting with Robert Fountain at U of Wisconsin.  After 22 years leading the Hebrew Arts Chorale/ Nashir: The Rottenberg Chorale in NYC, in 2000 she became founding conductor and musical director of Sharim v’Sharot: People of Song in Mercer County, NJ, where she resides and is in  demand as a voice teacher, choral arranger, conductor and scholar-in-residence of many aspects of music of the Jewish people. 
20. Supporting Congregational Singing With the Volunteer Choir: In this workshop we blur the line between choral and congregational singing, for the benefit of everyone as we learn how choral singing can encourage participation by the congregation.  In this workshop, we discuss and experiment with several techniques and strategies by which the choir can be a vehicle to encourage the congregation to sing and participate full during services.

Tanya Greenblatt was ordained by the DFSSM in 2003 and has served congregations in New York and Florida.  Currently cantor of Congregation Beth Am in Tampa, FL and a proud member of the ACC, where she has been a board member and officer, she is active in the Bay Area Cantorial Association, loves singing in and directing choirs, and recently helped start the Tampa chapter of HaZamir.
FOR LISTENERS ONLY

In addition to choosing from among the regular Festival workshops being offered each afternoon, the following sessions will provide Festival observers and others not singing in an Instant Ensemble with an extra opportunity to learn more about aspects of Jewish music, Jewish texts and Jewish life.
L1.  Monday Morning – Stand and Be Heard: The Amidah:  No prayer service in Judaism is complete without recitation of the Amidah.  Despite the Talmud’s many discussions of this prayer, there are many mysteries associated with the Amidah: prepare to be a liturgical detective!

Scott Sokol is a multi-professional: cantor, rabbi and neuropsychologist.  Founder of the Hebrew College cantorial program, he has held several pulpits as a cantor and rabbi, and currently he is Professor of Psychiatry and Director of Psychological Assessment at Mount Sinai Medical Center in New York.  

 L2. Tuesday Afternoon – LaShuv HaBaitah/Come Back Home – The Songs of Ishay Ribo: This immensely popular, contemporary, Sephardic Orthodox, French-born Israeli singer-songwriter has bridged the musical divide between Religious and Secular in Israel, with music that “awakens the soul” and calms the spirit.  This is the sound of Israel in our time.   

Janet Roth, cantor of Congregation Ohr Shalom-The Summit Jewish Community Center in Summit, NJ, is equally passionate about exploring the depths of our traditional musical heritage and learning contemporary trends in Jewish music.  A graduate of the Jewish Theological Seminary, North Texas State University and Indiana University, Janet has served on the faculty of JTS and is a devoted teacher of the poetry and music of the Jewish people.

L3.  Wednesday Morning – Shalom Gorgeous: Barbra Streisand on Judaism and Jewish Identity:  Beyond her conception of Yentl and her unforgettable portrayal of Jewish characters like Fanny Brice, Barbara Streisand’s Jewish identity has factored significantly into her unparalleled career as a singer, actress, director and producer.  We will explore these connections by listening and watching clips from her vast catalogue and learning about her relationship with spirituality, prayer and Israel.  
Lauren Phillips Fogelman serves as cantor at Temple Beth Abraham in Tarrytown NY.  She is a member of the American Conference of Cantors, serves on the Executive Committee for Transcontinental Music Publications, and is a proud alumna of HaZamir: The International Jewish Teen Choir.

.
Use the form below to indicate your choices of Choral Festival workshops. Be sure to take special note of the day on which each session is being held.  Please return your form by Monday, June 3, 2024.
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WORKSHOP SELECTION FORM

(Please print all information)

Name _____________________________________________________________________

Day Phone _____________________________ Eve. Phone ________________________

E-mail Address _____________________________________________________________

Voice Part (Circle) S      A      T      B

Sight-Singing Level (Excellent)    1    2    3    4    5 (Non-reader)

_____ Please check here if this is your first time at the Choral Festival.

_____ Check here if you would like to be paired with a Festival veteran.

_____ Check here if you are a Festival veteran willing to help a first-timer get acclimated.

All Festival participants (singers and observers) should use this form to select the workshops you would like to attend at this year’s Choral Festival. Please be sure to indicate the number of your selection.
Do you plan to attend the “Beginning” workshop on Sunday afternoon?  ___Yes   ___No

First Choice 

Second Choice

Monday



__________ 

____________

Wednesday 



__________ 

____________

Since you are attending the Festival as an observer (or for less than the full week) and you will not be singing in an Instant Ensemble, please indicate which Listeners Only workshops you plan to attend (in addition to any of the workshops listed above)
___Monday Morning L1        ___ Tuesday Afternoon L2    ___ Wednesday Morning L3    ___ 
Please return this form to Zamir Choral Foundation
via E-mail to NAJCF@ZamirChoralFoundation.org

Snail mail to 475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1948, New York, NY 10115

or fax this form to 212-870-3336.
Workshop Forms are due by June 3, 2024
See you soon, at the Festival!
